
The tick gets its name from the white dot 
or “star” on the female’s scutum.

ADULT FEMALE
After feeding on a host for several days, an adult female will 
detach and fall to the ground.3 

EGGS
About a month later, she’ll lay a clutch of up to 8,000 eggs 
(3,000 on average).5 

LARVAE
6-legged larvae emerge from the eggs. They feed on a wide 
variety of animals and birds—basically almost any host that 
is available.6

NYMPHS
Larvae drop to the ground and molt into 8-legged nymphs, 
which feed on a second host before molting into adults. 

ADULTS
Adults attach to a third host for feeding and mating.
This entire life cycle can take 2 to 3 years!

Lone Star Tick
LIFE CYCLE
The lone star tick is a 
3-host tick, feeding on 
different hosts as it 
develops to new stages. 

• While feeding, lone star ticks are generally    
 transported on white-tailed deer. White-tailed   
 deer are expanding their range, so lone star    
 ticks along for the ride also expand their range.

• Lone star ticks thrive in forests and deep
 ground cover.

• When questing, these ticks may aggressively    
 crawl toward a potential host.3

• Adults can become active at temperatures    
 above 45°F.4
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30 U.S. states.2

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the lone star tick can now be found in more than 

LONE 
STAR TICKS
An Expanding Threat to Pets and Humans
The lone star tick is spreading into more geographic areas than ever before. These 
ticks can transmit numerous pathogens to both dogs and people. The Companion 
Animal Parasite Council (CAPC) recommends year-round tick control for dogs.1
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• Lone star ticks pose a serious health threat to
dogs and people.

• There are more lone star ticks in more regions of the
 country than ever before, and they continue to spread.

• To help reduce the risk of tick infestations, it’s
essential to decrease exposure to ticks, check for
(and remove) ticks, and provide dogs with
year-round tick control.

Key Takeaways

• As ticks expand their geographic
range, more dogs are at risk.

• People may travel with dogs into areas
where there are lone star and other ticks.

• Ticks can transmit pathogens that may
lead to serious diseases in dogs.

• Dogs can carry ticks indoors, putting
other pets at risk.

• Changing climate conditions means
there is increased tick activity
throughout the year.

• Ticks can become active even during
colder months, when temperatures
rise to 45ºF.4

Lone star ticks can cause tick paralysis and can transmit 
pathogens and toxins, which can lead to serious canine 
diseases, including1,7:

• Ehrlichiosis

• Rocky Mountain spotted fever

• Tularemia

• Ticks can be infected with more than 1 pathogen, so
dogs can become infected with more than 1 disease
from a single bite.8

• Diagnosis is made by a history of tick infestation, clinical
signs, blood test abnormalities and/or serologic tests.

• Treatment usually consists of an antibiotic and
supportive care.

WHY IS YEAR-ROUND TICK 
PROTECTION IMPORTANT?

TICK-BORNE DISEASES

Additional resources: 
• www.capcvet.org/videos/lone-star-tick/ • www.capcvet.org/maps
• www.cdc.gov/ticks/geographic_distribution.html


